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ABSTRACT
Background

Mass media has been considered as an importartdesofihealth information to the general public. Agahe
mass media, newspapers provide a variety of infdbomao a broad range of age groups, with wideaeai coverage,

both in urban and rural areas.
Aim and Objective

The aim was to assess the quantity and qualityaifr@alth information in leading 2 Tamil newspappublished

in Chennai city, Tamilnadu.
Materials and M ethods

A cross sectional descriptive survey was done foeréod of one year from January 1st 2014 to Deegr8hst of
2014 in two leading Tamil newspapers, namely Difamainathanthi. Oral health content was retrieViemn these
newspapers with appropriate key words. Level soodex was used for the overall qualitative analysiall information.

In this regard, descriptive statistics was computed
Results

Oral health information in the articles publishedtbe Tamil newspapers in the year of 2014 waslr23vhich
8% articles were on dental caries, 8% with periddlodiseases, 4% with oral cancer, 28% with general health
awareness, and 52% with miscellaneous includind @car, dry mucosa, Ectodermal dysplasia, papilifare syndrome,
cleft palate, and Dentist license cancellation. &t8b.2% of the published articles in these newspmaprovided accurate

quality of oral health information.
Conclusions

It can be concluded from the survey that articlesooal health in the newspapers have been infralyuen
published and haven't adequately covered all tte diseases. Accuracy related to oral health infdion has to be

improved.
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